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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Nomination of James Donato, of Cali-

fornia, to be United States District Judge for 
the Northern District of California. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion 

which has been filed at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of James Donato, of California, to be United 
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of California. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Benjamin 
L. Cardin, Mark L. Pryor, Mark 
Begich, Robert Menendez, Tom Harkin, 
Amy Klobuchar, Christopher Murphy, 
Patty Murray, Jon Tester, Richard J. 
Durbin, Barbara Boxer, Angus S. King, 
Jr., Claire McCaskill, Richard 
Blumenthal, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jack 
Reed. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum under rule 
XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

NOMINATION OF BETH LABSON 
FREEMAN TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 567. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
Nomination of Beth Labson Freeman, of 

California, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion 

which has been filed at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Beth Labson Freeman, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of California. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Benjamin 
L. Cardin, Mark L. Pryor, Mark 
Begich, Robert Menendez, Tom Harkin, 
Amy Klobuchar, Christopher Murphy, 
Patty Murray, Jon Tester, Richard J. 
Durbin, Barbara Boxer, Angus S. King, 
Jr., Claire McCaskill, Richard 
Blumenthal, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jack 
Reed. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum under rule 
XXII be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. REID. I move to proceed to legis-
lative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

COMPREHENSIVE VETERANS 
HEALTH AND BENEFITS AND 
MILITARY RETIREMENT PAY 
RESTORATION ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED—Continued 

Mr. REID. Is the motion to proceed 
to Calendar No. 301, S. 1982, now pend-
ing? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion to proceed is pending. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion 

which has been filed at the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 301, S. 1982, the Com-
prehensive Veterans Health Benefits and 
Military Retirement Pay Restoration Act. 

Harry Reid, Bernard Sanders, Tom Har-
kin, Brian Schatz, Mary L. Landrieu, 
Jack Reed, Jeanne Shaheen, Tim 
Kaine, Christopher A. Coons, Patrick 
J. Leahy, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Joe 
Donnelly, Jon Tester, Barbara Boxer, 
Richard Blumenthal, Sherrod Brown, 
Barbara A. Mikulski. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the mandatory quorum required under 
rule XXII be waived and that the clo-
ture vote on the motion to proceed 
occur following the disposition of the 
Freeman nomination and the resump-
tion of legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN REAU-
THORIZATION ACT ONE-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, 1 year 
ago today, the Senate came together in 
the best tradition of the Chamber to 
pass the Leahy-Crapo Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act, including 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act, with a strong bipar-
tisan vote. It marked the culmination 
of years of collaboration with survivors 
and the victim services professionals 
who work with them every day. It also 
marked an historic step to protect all 
victims, regardless of their immigra-
tion status, their sexual orientation or 
their membership in an Indian tribe. 
As I have said countless times on the 
floor of this Chamber, ‘‘a victim is a 
victim is a victim,’’ and the bill the 
Senate passed 1 year ago today was a 
reflection of that truth. 

In passing this historic VAWA reau-
thorization, the Senate showed that we 
still can act in a bipartisan way and 
put crime victims above politics. Sen-
ators CRAPO and MURKOWSKI were 
steadfast partners in that effort and 
listened to the call from thousands of 
survivors of violence and law enforce-
ment by supporting a fully-inclusive, 
lifesaving bill. 

In the year since its passage, the im-
portant changes we made to the Vio-
lence Against Women Act have made 
lives better. The new nondiscrimina-
tion provisions included in the law are 
ensuring that all victims, regardless of 
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity, have access to lifesaving pro-
grams and cannot be turned away. I 
was discouraged by the opposition of 
some to these inclusive provisions last 
year, especially when the research so 
clearly underscored the need to update 
the law to protect the most vulnerable 
populations. I am proud, however, that 
after all was said and done, we stayed 
true to our core value of equal protec-
tion and these provisions were enacted. 

We also made vital improvements to 
the law to address the epidemic of vio-
lence against Native women. Three out 
of five Native women have been as-
saulted by their spouses or intimate 
partners. On some reservations, Native 
American women are murdered at a 
rate more than 10 times the national 
average. Think about those statistics 
for a minute. They are chilling. Native 
women are being brutalized and killed 
at rates that shock the conscience. We 
simply could not continue to ignore 
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